
GENERAL ORDERS

NO. 2014–39 } HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON, DC, 16 June 2014

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
Master Sergeant Mike C. Pena

On 18 March 2014, the President of the United States of America, authorized by an Act of
Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded, in the name of Congress, the Medal of Honor to

Master Sergeant Mike C. Pena
United States Army

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:

Master Sergeant Mike C. Pena distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity
above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a member of Company F, 5th Cavalry
Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division during combat operations against an armed enemy in Waegwan,
Korea, on September 4, 1950. That evening, under cover of darkness and a dreary mist, an
enemy battalion moved to within a few yards of Master Sergeant Pena’s platoon. Recognizing the
enemy’s approach, Master Sergeant Pena and his men opened fire, but the enemy’s sudden
e m e r g e n c e  a n d  a c c u r a t e ,  p o i n t  b l a n k  f i r e  f o r c e d  t h e  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  t o  w i t h d r a w .  M a s t e r
Sergeant Pena rapidly reorganized his men and led them in a counterattack which succeeded in
regaining the positions they had just lost. He and his men quickly established a defensive
perimeter and laid down devastating fire, but enemy troops continued to hurl themselves at the
defenses in overwhelming numbers. Realizing that their scarce supply of ammunition would
soon make their positions untenable, Master Sergeant Pena ordered his men to fall back and
manned a machinegun to cover their withdrawal. He singlehandedly held back the enemy until
the early hours of the following morning when his position was overrun and he was killed.
Master Sergeant Pena’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness at the cost of his own life, above
and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
Active Army, the Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S.
Army Reserve.
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